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HIGHEST AVERAGE ENROLLMENT of American Indian Students in nation for last 10 years

Historic Chickasaw
Nation gift enhances
world-class Native
American Law Program
| By Jonella Frank |

You need only look at a map

As the 12th largest federally recognized Indian tribe in

of the state to understand the

the United States, the Chickasaw Nation, with more than

impact of Native American culture upon Oklahoma and its

50,000 citizens, had an economic impact of more than

people. The names of the state and its counties and cities

$2.4 billion in Oklahoma in 2011. The tribe is the seventh largest

reflect the historical and permanent effects of tribal influences.

employer in Oklahoma, with more than 10,000 employees

The images found on the Oklahoma flag and vehicle license

in the state and more than 12,500 worldwide. Based in Ada,

plate further illustrate the extent of Native American influences.

Oklahoma, the Chickasaw Nation is a democratic republic

In October, an announcement by the Chickasaw Nation
demonstrated the important role tribal governments continue
to play in shaping Oklahoma’s future. With a generous gift

with executive, legislative and judicial departments. The tribe's
jurisdictional territory includes all or part of 13 counties in
south-central Oklahoma.

to the University of Oklahoma College of Law to establish an

This cornerstone gift of the Chickasaw Nation, and the

endowed chair, the tribe provided the impetus for history to

endowed chair it establishes, will provide the foundational

be made. The Chickasaw Nation Native American Law Chair

elements to build upon and strengthen the already highly

is the first endowed chair of its kind in the United States, and

regarded Native American Law Program in place at the

will allow OU Law to attract and retain, as a permanent faculty

OU College of Law. Located in the heart of the original

member, the most outstanding national scholar in Native

Indian Territory, OU Law provides an ideal environment for

American law.

the study of Native American law and issues concerning

“The Chickasaw Nation’s generous gift underlines the

indigenous peoples.

leadership of the OU College of Law in Native American law,”

Oklahoma contains nearly 40 tribal nations and the

said OU President David L. Boren. “We are deeply grateful

second largest Native American population in the United States.

to Gov. Bill Anoatubby and the Chickasaw Nation for their

Given this presence and the history of the region, Indian law

remarkable commitment and transformative gift that further

affects virtually all areas of legal practice, making it a vibrant

enhances the college’s national and international reputation in

and growing field.

this field.”

During the past 10 years, OU Law has maintained the highest

“The Chickasaw Nation is excited to endow this chair at the

average enrollment of Native American students among law

University of Oklahoma College of Law,” said Anoatubby. “We

schools nationwide. That trend continued with the 2013

are proud to support OU Law in its commitment to training the

incoming class – more than 11 percent of these first-year

next generation of excellent lawyers who understand and care

students are Native American.

about the legal issues faced by Native Americans.”
Chickasaw Nation Gov. Bill Anoatubby delivers the 2013 State of the Nation Address during the Chickasaw Nation Annual Meeting in October.
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40% OF OU LAW STUDENTS complete a class in Native American Law

At OU Law, Native American law is integrated into the

The importance of Native American culture and law upon

curriculum, rather than being an isolated specialty.

the OU College of Law is readily apparent on a walk-through

Approximately half of all juris doctor students take an Indian

of its building. Coats Hall is home to a portion of one of the

law class, making the Native American Law Program one of the

most important collections of Native American art in the

college’s primary areas of study.

country, the James T. Bialac Native American Art Collection,

Students recognize that Indian law issues are interwoven
within many areas of law from administrative law to zoning
law, and are particularly common in practice areas such as
contracts, property, family, personal injury, and environmental

displayed throughout its hallways. See pages 8-9 for additional
information about this multimillion-dollar collection, which
is part of the permanent collection of the Fred Jones Jr.
Museum of Art.

law. The Native American Law Program prepares students for

Further evidence of OU Law’s focus on Native American law

local, national or international practice through a range of

can be found in the continuous publication, since 1973, of the

educational opportunities.

scholarly journal, American Indian Law Review. On February

The three components of OU Law’s Native American Law
Program include the Juris Doctor Certificate, the Master

27, the AILR hosted one of the largest Native American law
symposia in the nation.

of Laws and the Master of Legal Studies. Each provides

In addition, on February 28, OU Law hosted the 22nd annual

specialization in Native American law, tailored to fit the needs

National Native American Law Students Association Moot

of different students.

Court Competition, which drew law students from around the

The Juris Doctor Certificate in American Indian Law
enhances a student’s law school experience by providing a

nation. Third-year student Roy B. Brown is vice president of the
NNALSA, and served as the competition administrator.

solid grounding in Native American and indigenous peoples
law through a unique blend of substantive legal knowledge,
practical application, and exposure to the field through an
externship or other approved employment. The benefits of this
certificate, earned concurrently with the juris doctor degree,
reach the people of the state of Oklahoma and beyond by
educating lawyers to work in the vibrant and growing field of
Indian Law.
The Master of Laws in Indigenous Peoples Law is one of
the specialized degree programs offered in the John B. Turner
LL.M. Program for individuals who have already earned their
law degree and want to further enhance their legal education.
The LL.M. in Indigenous Peoples Law allows attorneys to focus
their advanced legal studies on areas of law that directly impact
indigenous people. The degree can be completed in one year of
full-time study or two years of part-time study.
The Master of Legal Studies in Indigenous Peoples Law
degree is for both lawyers and non-lawyers seeking legal
knowledge in indigenous peoples law. The master’s degree
benefits those working with tribes who would like a working
knowledge of legal issues but not a license to practice law. The
degree can be completed online in two years of part-time study.
Photo by Chickasaw Nation
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FULL-TIME DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARS in Native American Law

Recent Native American Law Program graduates
Maryanne Mohan (’13), born and

Sage Garland (’13), a member of the

raised in Portland, Oregon, attended

Wichita and Affiliated Tribes, was born

the George Washington University

in the Lawton Indian Hospital in Lawton,

in Washington, D.C., and majored in

Oklahoma. She has lived in several

anthropology, focusing on the Northwest

Oklahoma towns, including Anadarko,

Indian culture. She wanted to pursue

which she considers her hometown, as

her interest in Indian law and natural

well as Ardmore and Tulsa, where she

resource law and chose the OU College

graduated from high school.

of Law because “it presented an opportunity to study at an
institution with the perfect intersection of Indian law with
natural resource and water law.”

Garland received her associate's degree in political science from
Tulsa Community College and her bachelor's degree in political
science from the University of Oklahoma. Her political science

As a student, Mohan was a member of the American Indian

degrees were part of the career plan she devised as a result of

Law Review and served as vice president of OU’s chapter of

her enthusiasm for her eighth-grade civics class.

the Native American Law Students Association. She twice
participated in the National Native American Law Students
Association Moot Court Competition, and as a third-year
student, she and Sage Garland (highlighted at right) comprised
the OU team for the 2013 NNALSA Moot Court Competition,
advancing to the “elite eight” round of the competition.
Mohan also gained valuable experience through internships.
She interned with Oklahoma Indian Legal Services Inc. in
Oklahoma City, the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Tribe in Odanah, Wisconsin, and the law firm Legal Advocates
for Indian Country LLP.

Law school also was part of that plan. It was the Native
American Law Program that attracted Garland to the OU
College of Law. “I chose OU for its Indian law program. I knew
early on that I wanted to focus my career in Indian Country, and
OU offers numerous Indian law courses,” she said.
In addition to completing the coursework to earn a certificate
in American Indian law in conjunction with her juris doctor
degree, Garland participated in the International Human
Rights Clinic, traveling with a group of OU Law students to
Bogota, Colombia. They studied issues affecting an indigenous
population and prepared a report for the United Nations

After earning a certificate in American Indian law along with

Human Rights Council. As a 3L, her team advanced to the

her juris doctor degree from OU, Mohan works for the Nisqually

quarter-finals in the National Native American Law Students

Indian Tribe in Olympia, Washington, as a natural resources

Association Moot Court Competition.

attorney. In this job, she primarily deals with the United States v.
Washington litigation, which involves tribal treaty fishing rights.
Since 1974, the case has been litigated in the U.S. District Court
for Western District of Washington, the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit, and the U.S. Supreme Court. Mohan
also works on treaty hunting and gathering rights and various
environmental issues for the Nisqually Tribe.
Reflecting on her experience as a student in the Native
American Law Program, Mohan said, “I would not be where
I am today without the education and opportunities OU
Law offered me. I am also indebted to Professor Helton
for his excellent mentorship in the area of Indian natural
resources law.”

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2013/iss2/3

As a second-year student, Garland was among the group of
students representing the OU College of Law at the Federal Bar
Association Indian Law Conference in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
“My second year internship and my current job are a direct
result of my interest and experience in Indian law,” Garland
said. “Every year, OU sends students to Santa Fe for the Federal
Bar Conference. It was there that I met my current employer.”
Garland is a staff attorney for DNA-People’s Legal Services
Inc. DNA stands for “Diné be’iiná Náhiilna be Agha’diit’ahii,”
meaning “attorneys who contribute to the revitalization of the
people.” DNA is a nonprofit legal aid organization working to
protect civil rights, promote tribal sovereignty, and alleviate

S O O N ER L AW Y ER

5

BIALAC COLLECTION One of the largest private Native American art collections

civil legal problems for people who live in poverty in the

think this speaks volumes to the type of Indian law faculty that

southwestern United States.

teach at OU.”

Garland lives and works in the Navajo Nation. Her office

He believes his legal training in Indian law and his experience

is in the capital in Window Rock, Arizona. She represents

from the competition played a large part in securing his first

low-income clients on various issues, including family law,

job. “But for the opportunities and experiences OU Law

employment law, public benefits, and consumer law. Garland

provided me I wouldn’t be where I am today. I realize this

also is counsel for two nonprofit organizations incorporated

sounds cliché, but it really is true,” explained Cartmell. “Looking

in the Navajo Nation, and spends time researching oil and gas

back on my OU experience and how it affected my career, you

issues affecting allottees and tribal members in the area.

can literally connect the dots to where I am today.”

Jeffrey Cartmell (’12) is proud to be

Cartmell serves as the deputy general counsel on Indian affairs

an Oklahoman and a third-generation

in the office of the Oklahoma governor. Essentially anything

Sooner. Born in Oklahoma City, where

that comes into that office relating to tribes or tribal members

he lived until he left to attend the

crosses his desk. Duties of his job include outreach to Oklahoma

University of Oklahoma, Cartmell said he

tribal leaders, collaboration with the governor’s general counsel

has known since elementary school he

and other state officials on all tribal issues, and speaking on

wanted to be a lawyer.

tribal matters at various meetings, including the 26th Annual

His appreciation of the legal system

Sovereignty Symposium.

deepened one summer during his college years when he

Richard Osburn (’00) is an enrolled

volunteered with Habitat for Humanity in New Orleans

member of the Cherokee Nation. He was

following Hurricane Katrina. “The lack of a police presence in

born in Muskogee, Oklahoma, and grew

the part of the city I was in made me realize how fundamental

up in Briggs, Oklahoma, near Tahlequah,

the law is to our daily lives,” Cartmell said.

the capital of the Cherokee Nation.

This experience solidified Cartmell’s desire to become a lawyer.

Osburn attended the University of

The OU College of Law was the only law school he seriously

Oklahoma and earned a bachelor’s

considered.
While at OU Law, Cartmell studied Native American law with
professors Taiawagi Helton and Barbara Smith. He spoke fondly
of both professors, relating Helton’s practice of providing
additional historical information beyond what was found in the
course materials, and Smith’s candor on sensitive topics, which
helped translate an issue from a classroom problem into a
real-life situation affecting many people.
Perhaps one of Cartmell’s most vivid memories from law school
is his participation in the 2012 National Native American Law
Student Association Moot Court Competition hosted by the
University of Hawaii School of Law. In addition to the beauty of
the setting for the competition, other memories come from the

degree in Spanish in 1990. Upon
graduating, he was commissioned and served as an officer
in the U.S. Navy. After completing his Navy service in 1994,
Osburn again attended the University of Oklahoma, as well
as the University of Central Oklahoma, taking courses in
education. He obtained an alternative teaching license and
taught Spanish and coached soccer for two years, but a longheld interest pulled him in a different direction.
Having watched television attorney Perry Mason as a child
inspired Osburn to attend law school. He entered OU Law in
1997, completed coursework in December 1999, and received
his juris doctor degree and certificate in American Indian Law,
graduating as part of the Class of 2000.

practice sessions. “I’ll never forget Professor Robertson calling

As a law student, Osburn worked on the American Indian Law

the assistant secretary of Indian Affairs during a practice to help

Review, serving as editor-in-chief his final semester. During

us figure out the answer to a question,” stated Cartmell. “I

another semester, he participated in the Federal Indian Law
Externship program in Washington, D.C., working first, with
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Native American Law SPECIALIZATIONS LL.M. + M.L.S. + J.D. Certificate

the U.S. Department of Justice in the Office of Tribal Justice

Osburn has continued his education at the National Judicial

and later, with the deputy solicitor for Indian Affairs at the

College on the campus of the University of Nevada, Reno,

Department of the Interior.

earning three certificates. He is one of only four judges in the

After law school, Osburn worked for seven years as a
prosecutor and staff attorney for the Cherokee Nation.

nation to have attained this level of certification from the NJC,
and he is the only tribal judge to have done so.

Although he was based in Tahlequah, Oklahoma, the

From his varied experiences as an attorney, Osburn has

matters he handled sometimes involved travel to other cities.

developed a core belief. “To be the best lawyer you can possibly

Osburn once traveled to Atlanta to challenge an adoption for

be, you have to separate the legal issues of the case from the

noncompliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act.

emotional issues,” he said. “A good lawyer can represent the

He currently serves as district court judge for the Mille Lacs

client whether the attorney personally agrees with the client's
case or not.” | S L |

Band Tribal District Court in Onamia, Minnesota. He hears all
cases filed at the trial court level, including civil, criminal, traffic,
natural resources, child welfare, adoption, guardianship and
child support.

Native American Law Program faculty and tribal judiciary

Lindsay Robertson
Judge Haskell A. Holloman
Professor of Law
Sam K. Viersen Jr.
Presidential Professor
Special Justice, Supreme Court of
the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes

Stephen
H. Greetham
Adjunct Professor of Law

Barbara Smith
Adjunct Professor of Law
Justice, Supreme Court of
the Chickasaw Nation

Katheleen Guzman
MAPCO/Williams
Presidential Professor
Orpha and Maurice Merrill
Professor of Law
Special Justice, Supreme
Court of the Cheyenne and
Arapaho Tribes

Michael Smith
Adjunct Professor of Law
Judge, District Court of the
Sac and Fox Nation

Taiawagi Helton
Professor of Law

https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2013/iss2/3

Gary Pitchlynn

Rennard Strickland

Adjunct Professor of Law

Senior Scholar in Residence
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